Laboratory testing for von Willebrand disease: toward a mechanism-based classification.
The heterogeneity of von Willebrand disease reflects the varied roles of von Willebrand factor in coagulation. Significant challenges remain in the detection, classification, and determination of bleeding risk in disorders related to von Willebrand factor. A clearer understanding of the specific disease mechanisms is essential to the development of improved methods for prognosis and management in this and other conditions with abnormalities of the von Willebrand factor system.